This article introduces the special issue of the Journal of Evolutionary Studies in Business about the global presence of Chinese businesses and explains some important aspects in order to understand outward Chinese investments. The article also presents the seven special issue articles that provide new insights about the international presence of Chinese companies, in general in the world but with a particular attention paid to investments in Latin American countries.
phenomenon.
First, Chinese investments abroad have been traditionally dominated by state-owned enterprises. In fact, before 2004, private firms were not allowed to invest overseas and access to foreign exchange was allowed only to approved state-owned enterprises (Buckley et al. 2008; Ramasamy et al. 2012) . Thus, these public firms have been the main driver of the country's FDI, accounting for more than two thirds of total Chinese FDI worldwide (MOFCOM various; Morck et al. 2008 ). However, the participation FDI by Chinese private firms is growing, thus confirming that several private brands have gained ground in recent years (Ramasamy et al.
2012).
Second, a relevant characteristic of Chinese investments is their accelerated pace of internationalisation (Child and Rodrigues 2005; Mathews 2006; Luo and Tung 2007) . Within these operations it can be observed a great ambition to grow on one hand, and the need to obtain some very basic resources to survive on the other. Consequently, one of the main motives of According to Moeller et al. (2013) , the country-of-origin information has a significant impact on the quality perception of a product/brand as well as the corporate reputation in the host country. Consumers of developed countries usually expect poorer features from products or services associated with Chinese firms, due to the lack of maturity of the home institutions, which in turn often results in low legal quality requirements. In this regard, Chinese companies are likely to possess an inherited negative image, making it more difficult for these firms to successfully operate in advanced economies (Yu and Liu 2016).
Lastly, another aspect is the progressive change that a good number of Chinese companies are experiencing in their international competitive strategies. That is, they are increasingly opting more for quality of their products and services, something that has come under criticism, the Furthermore, the work shows how the Chinese outbound M&As has diversified in the last years.
Thus, while the energy and materials sectors accounted for the majority of the Chinese investments abroad before the global financial crisis, between 2009 and 2016 many other industries such as industrials, financials, consumer or information technology have become more important.
In "Chinese investments in Latin America: An analysis of host country determinants" Quer, That is, Chinese firms tend to invest less in those Latin American countries where there is a greater cultural distance from China. On the other hand, they discover that Chinese companies show a less common behaviour as regards the political risk as an institutional factor. That means that Chinese firms are less risk-averse about political issues. This may be because of the prevalence of Chinese state-owned MNEs and the fact that China maintains good diplomatic relations with many countries that are perceived as riskier by other investors. In fact, the authors found empirical support for this potential explanation trough the analysis of the control variables considered in the study. This research also concludes by highlighting that marketseeking motivation is more important to Chinese MNEs than natural resource-seeking.
